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GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 
 
Gathering Words (said by all) 
 
We gather again on this Good Friday 
at the foot of the cross 
which calls us on, not in shame or fear,                                         
but ever more deeply 
into the costly journey towards life. 
There is wounding and there is weeping. 
In Jesus Christ, God is not separated from that. 
 
Opening Litany 
 
One: In the shadow of our suffering 
ALL: IS THE SUFFERING OF JESUS. 
One: In the shadow of our weakness 
ALL: IS THE VULNERABILITY OF THE CHRIST. 
One: In the shadow of our pain 
ALL: IS THE GOD WHO CRIED OUT. 
One: We are never rejected by God. 
ALL: WE ARE NEVER LEFT ALONE. 
 
HYMN “There is a Green Hill Far Away” (2 verses, sung by all) 
 
     There is a green hill far away, outside a city wall, 
     Where our dear Lord was crucified who died to save us all. 
 
     We may not know, we cannot tell what pains he had to bear 
     But we believe it was for us he hung and suffered there. 
 
PRAYER  (Read together) 
Holy God, on this dark day we walk with you into the darkest places of our world, and our lives. 
Bearing your cross, you lead us to discover that even in the darkest places 
your love is ever present, that the place of pain might be transformed  
into a relationship of solidarity in which pain is deliberately embraced for the sake of unity... 
that we might discover the power of love together. 
As we gather at the foot of the cross, may we know your presence, 
as we reflect upon this day and the effect it has on our lives. 
Enable us to remember that the passage of events is not always some distant history, 
but an experience of the religious bigotry, cruelty and unreliability that continues 
in our world today.  Grasping at your suffering, may we meet your willingness to walk on the boundaries 
of what is comfortable that we might learn the lengths and depths of God’s love. AMEN. 
HYMN – “Shall We Gather at the Foot of the Cross” (All sing refrain) 
 
Refrain 
 
     Shall we gather at the foot of the cross, shall we sing a song so sweet? 
     Shall we gather at the foot of the cross, shall we worship at his feet. 
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Verse 1 
In the noonday, he hung suspended on the cross called Calvary. 
He said “forgive them, they don’t know better” and then he died for you and me.   (Refrain) 

 
Verse 2 
There were many who came to watch him as his life slipped away, 
It was Jesus who came to suffer, to bring us life and love each day.  (Refrain) 
 
Verse 3 
Teach your children that they are covered by the blood of Calvary 
Cause it was Jesus who came to save us and bring us life eternally.   (Refrain) 

 
THE BETRAYALS - Scripture Reading 1:  John 18: 1- 11 (Read by Smuggles Culver) 
 

1st Nail is hammered in (Beth sings 1st verse of “Were You There”) 

PETER’S DENIALS – Reading 2.  John 18: 15 – 18, 25 – 27 (Read by Ron Platt) 

Nail 2 (Beth sings Verse 2 of “Were You There”) 

THE QUESTIONING:   Reading 3:  John 18: 28 – 40 (Read by Melisse Weber) 
Nail 3 (Beth sings Verse 3 of “Were You There”) 

 
THE CRUCIFIXION - Reading 4: John 19: 17, 18, 23-30 (Read by Trina McCloud) 

ANTHEM – “I Will Remember You” sung by Theresa Lee-Whiting (with visual presentation) 

THE DEATH OF JESUS – Reading 5: John 19: 28-30 (Read by Dick Culver) 

Hymn - “Father, Into Thy Hands” (All sing - 2 times) 
 
     Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit. 
     Into Thy hands, into Thy hands, I commend my spirit. 
 
THE BURIAL OF JESUS – Reading 6 - John 19: 38-42 (Read by Ian Bentley)              
        (Beth sings Verse 4 of “Were You There”) 
 
HOMILY – Pastor Harold (John 12:24) 
 
Sending forth (Pastor Harold) 
It is time to “leave” this sacred place of gathering. 
Jesus said “Father into your hands I commend my spirit.” 

Go in peace, embraced in the love of Christ. 
Walk deeply into your own lives, with all their frailties. 
Discover, as you do that in spirit and in truth, 
that you are walking towards the joy of Easter Day.  AMEN. 

With many thanks to “Wanderer” – a Church of Scotland blogger. 


